








Simon Doran 
Simon has been a Number Partner
volunteer at Taylor Road Primary School
since April 2007. He has been a reliable
volunteer and is much loved by the
teachers and children with whom he has
built a relationship. Simon has been
able to use various methods to help and
inspire the children at Taylor Road
including providing draughts sets for the
children to help them learn game
strategies and bringing in
his guitar! With his
innovative methods, he
has been able to tune in
with the children’s
various different learning
styles allowing them to
achieve better than
expected
progress in
their
numeracy
skills.

What made you decide to become a
Number Partners volunteer? 
I wanted to play an active part in
Leicestershire and Rutland Probation
Trust's 'Leicestershire Cares'
membership, and, before I became a
probation officer (many many years ago!)
I taught maths at secondary school. So
this was an ideal opportunity for me -
and I was especially pleased to be
allocated to Taylor Road Primary School
because it is very close to my place of
work and is an interesting school that I
greatly admire. 

What challenges have you faced whilst
volunteering for Leicestershire Cares? 

The main challenge by far has
been finding the time to fit the

attendance at the Number
Partners teaching slot in to

my working schedule. I
have only completely
forgotten once, I
think, but I have cut
things rather fine on

a couple of occasions when other
commitments have cropped-up. 

What tips would you pass on to a newly
trained Number Partners volunteer? 
I'm not sure I'm really qualified to pass
on tips - every session I've run has been
a bit of an unpredictable adventure. But I
have enjoyed having consistent
attendance by the same children week by
week, and close support from their
teacher. I try to keep in mind that
everyone is a volunteer at the sessions -
the learners choose to come along too,
so it has to be enjoyable. 

What has been your most memorable
experience or moment so far?
Being invited to school assemblies!
They're great. 

How have you benefited from
volunteering with Leicestershire Cares? 
I have enjoyed the company of the
children and the comradeship with the
staff at school, and I have begun to learn
just a little about the dynamic community
that is St. Matthews in Leicester. 

Over 80 employee volunteers
helped to change the lives of
children and young people across
the city and county in October. 
Find out how on page 4
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Would you like to nominate a star
volunteer from within your business to
feature in the next newsletter? 
Then let us know...

The deadline for nominations and/or
stories is Friday ?? to feature in our ??
newsletter. We look forward to hearing
from you soon!

Do you have your own story
about volunteering through
Leicestershire Cares?

The Leicestershire Cares staff team
would like to extend a huge thank you
to all the businesses and individuals
who have volunteered their time and
expertise in our activities so far this
year. Your support is really
appreciated by us and the community
and voluntary groups we work with,
and we hope to see you on another
project soon!

“Simon is one in a million. The children really look
forward to him coming in to the school and the work
he has done at lunchtime has had a big impact on
their mathematical ability. We are really, really
pleased with the impact that he has had in the school,
so much so, we have asked him to become a school
Governor.” Chris Hassall, Headteacher, Taylor Road
Primary School
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